
  I’ll Love You Forever 
  Why Marriage and Families Matter 
  Grades 1-3 Lesson 

Goal:   
To introduce children to the concept an understanding of marriage 
as a sacramental bond between a man and a woman that is lasting, 
loving and fruitful, and that marriage is the basis of the family. 

Materials:   

The Nativity Story video—see website link 

Paper with printed patterns or pieces of felt for crafts 

Marriage with Carl and Ellie video—see website link 

Lesson:   

Introduce the topic of marriage and family.  Marriage is a sacrament.  It is a lifelong 
commitment between a man and a woman to love each other and together raise any 
children they might have.  Marriage is what forms families.  And, families are the 
foundation of the world.  Everyone belongs to a family.  And, while sometimes families 
have to separate a bit, they are still families.  Every person is born to a father and a 
mother.  This is how God chose to create new people in the world.   

Scripture:  Watch the Nativity Story short video. 

What do we learn about the way God created families?  Who is the family in this story?  
Who is Mary?  (Jesus’ mother) Who is Joseph? (Jesus’ foster father) Who is Jesus? (the Son 
of God) Who is Jesus’ real father? (God the Father)  If Jesus is the Creator of the universe, 
why did he choose to come into the world as a baby and not as a superhero?  Do you 
think it would have been difficult to be Jesus’ mom or dad on earth?  Did Joseph or Mary 
ever have to put Jesus on time-out?  What do you think Jesus liked to do when he was 
little? 

Watch: Marriage with Carl and Ellie 

What lessons can we learn about marriage from watching this short film?   
Answers might be:  marriage can be happy or sad; in marriage the husband and wife love 
each other all the way to the end; you might not always get what you want, but you can 
still love each other; it takes more than money to make people happy. 

Help students to see that, even though Carl and Ellie were not able to have a child or 
travel to exotic destinations, they had a very happy marriage because it was based on love 
and they never gave up on each other.



Activity: 

Paper Family Cut-outs: 

Pass out paper with patterns already printed.  Students can either create the  Holy Family 
or they can create their own family using the printed templates.   

—OR— 

Felt Family Craft: 

Students can either create the Holy Family or they can create their own family using the 
cut out felt pieces. 

Once students have completed their crafts, encourage them to share stories of traditions of 
their own family.  It might be something with a birthday or holiday.  Or maybe a special 
trip they take each year.  Maybe it is a gathering they have with family regularly or a song 
a grandparent sings.  It doesn’t have to be anything large.  Encourage as many children as 
time allows to share a family story. 

Pray: 
God our Father,  

Thank you for my family, 
For hugs and kisses and special times together. 

  
Thank you for my friends, 

For laughter and chatting and sharing. 
  

Thank you for my home, 
For rest times, bath times and bed times. 

  
Thank you for playtimes, 

For toys and games and books. 
  

Thank you for making all these lovely things 
And for helping me to enjoy them all. 

  
Amen. 
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