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Apr 5, 2022 
Dear Pastors,  
 
We are writing to ask you to include a 5-week series of short messages about Walking with Moms in 
Need in your weekly bulletin, Flocknote and/or pulpit announcements. The messages will run from 
Palm Sunday (Apr 10) through Mother’s Day (May 8th). They will be emailed from the Respect Life 
Office in advance each week and will be available in both English and Spanish. 
 
At this time, we are awaiting the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, which we hope will change the landscape of abortion law in this country. We urge you 
continue your efforts in the Pray for Dobbs campaign. But it is also an unprecedented opportunity to 
inform both our own parishioners and society at large of the Church’s commitment to assisting 
pregnant women in crisis.  
 
Although the decision is unlikely to affect abortion regulations here in New York, there have already 
been efforts to make New York an “abortion sanctuary” for women living in States where abortion 
may soon be restricted. The Archdiocese of New York has long been committed to being a genuine 
sanctuary for pregnant women in need. On the 15th of October in 1984, Cardinal O’Connor promised 
that any woman, from anywhere, of any color, of any religious or any ethnic background, who is 
pregnant and in need can come to the Archdiocese of New York be assisted with all that she requires to 
give life to her child. Cardinal Dolan has renewed this promise many times.  
 
In 2020, the USSCB began the Walking with Moms in Need Initiative to highlight and connect these 
life-saving ministries with our parish communities and ensure that everyone knows how to support 
them and access them when the need arises.  
 
In this critical moment in our nations, the US Bishops have asked every diocese and parish to 
redouble our efforts to promote walking with Moms in Need. In response, the Archdiocese 
Respect Life Office has prepared the series of short messages which will be sent to you for the 
next 5 weeks to be included in your bulletin, Flocknote or other messaging system.  
 
If you are interested in further integrating Walking with Moms in Need at your parish, please contact Sr. 
Virginia Joy S.V. at the Respect Life Office. A presentation on the initiative can be arranged for leaders 
in the parish.  
 
In Christ,  

 
 
Bishop Peter J. Byrne        Bishop John A. Bonnici  


