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               “Advent” means “coming.”   

PLAN ON IT! 

Christmas does not end on      
December 25th!  You’ve heard 
this said before.  But did you 
know that one of the favorite 
songs of Christmas originated as 
a secret message to Christians 
during a time of persecution? 
You’ll find the explanation on  
page 4. 
 
Read and learn about “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

We know that there are three comings of the Lord.  The  third lies 

between the other two.  It is invisible, while the other two are 

visible.  In the first coming Jesus was seen on earth, dwelling 

among men.  In the final coming “all flesh will see the salvation of 

our God,” and “they will look on him whom they have pierced.   

In the first coming our Lord came in our flesh and in our weak-

ness; in the middle coming he comes in spirit and in power;  in the 

final coming he will be seen in glory and majesty. 

This middle coming is like a road we travel between the first and 

the last.  In the first, Christ was our redemption, in the last, he will 

appear as our life; in the middle coming, he is our rest and conso-

lation. 

Jesus says, ’If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Fa-

ther will love  him and we will come to him.  Where is God’s word 

to be kept?  In our hearts.  In all  of our desires and in all of our 

ways of life. 

Jesus has come.  Jesus is present with us now.  Jesus will come 

again. 

In how many ways can we celebrate Jesus with us now?   

(St. Joseph Daily Prayer Book.  2017.  Catholic Book Publishing.  

www.catholicbookpublishing.com) 
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PEARL HARBOR         

REMEMBRANCE DAY      

DECEMBER 7TH  

Each year on December 7, Pearl 
Harbor survivors, veterans, and visi-
tors from all over the world come 
together to honor and remember 
the 2,403 service members and 
civilians who were killed during the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. A further 1,178 
people were injured in the attack, 
which permanently sank two U.S. 
Navy battleships (the USS Arizona 
and the USS Utah) and destroyed 
188 aircraft. 

On Aug. 23, 1994, the United States 
Congress designated Dec. 7 as Na-
tional Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day. Every year, remembrance 
events are held at the Pearl Harbor 
National Memorial, culminating in a 
commemoration ceremony on De-
cember 7. 
 
On this day we remember all those 
who suffer from the evils of war 
and strife.  We pray for forgiveness.  
We ask for forgiveness.  We pray 
for peace. 
 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
 

 

1. Life and the Dignity of the 

Human Person 

2. Family, Community and Par-

ticipation 

 

This month we will focus Catholic 
Social Teaching on Solidarity. 
 
We are one human family whatever 
our national, racial, ethnic, eco-
nomic, and ideological differences. 
We are our brothers’ and sisters’ 
keepers, wherever they may be. Lov-
ing our neighbor has global dimen-
sions in a shrinking world. At the 
core of the virtue of solidarity is the 
pursuit of justice and peace. Pope 
Paul VI taught that if you want 
peace, work for justice. The Gospel 
calls us to be peacemakers. Our love 
for all our sisters and brothers de-
mands that we promote peace in a 
world surrounded by violence and 
conflict.  
 
Catholic Social Teaching on Solidar-
ity - USCCB 

This was the answer that the Lady gave 
to  Bernadette Soubirous of Lourdes 
when she asked the Lady’s name: “I am 
the Immaculate Conception.  
 
Catholics believe that Mary, the Mother 
of God,  who was conceived in the nor-
mal way, was kept free of the stain and 
the effects of Original Sin. 
 
We ‘inherit” the effects of Original Sin 
from our first parents as a result of their 
disobedience and sin of pride.  This 
causes us to be deprived of sanctifying 
grace which enables us to live as Our 
Lord wishes us to.  Original Sin is a 
wound in human nature which is healed 
through the waters of Baptism. 
 
“Mary was preserved from these de-
fects by God’s grace; from the first in-
stant of her existence she was in the 
state of sanctifying grace and was free 
from the corrupt nature original sin 
brings.  
 
When discussing the Immaculate Con-
ception, an implicit reference may be 
found in the angel’s greeting to Mary. 
The angel Gabriel said, “Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28).   
 

The Immaculate Conception - Catho-
lic.Com 
 
On December 8th, we celebrate this 
preservation of the spotless Virgin 
Mary in preparation for her to be-
come of Mother of Our Lord and 
Savior .  This is a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion and faithful Catholics attend 
Mass on this day.  Check your parish 
bulletin for times.  
 
Watch:  For children:  The Immaculate 
Conception 

Catholic Social Teaching  “I Am the                      

Immaculate                            

Conception.” 

The Immaculate Conception—

December 8th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch: 

For older children and adults:  The 

Immaculate Conception 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WWIIValorNPS
http://www.crs.org/globalpoverty/about/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/solidarity
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/solidarity
https://www.catholic.com/tract/immaculate-conception-and-assumption
https://www.catholic.com/tract/immaculate-conception-and-assumption
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBTKMfEuVL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBTKMfEuVL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atbpPi0MgcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atbpPi0MgcA


St. Juan Diego’s tilma hangs today in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.  See picture below.    The image defies 
scientific explanation. 
 
There is no undersketch. 
There are no brushstrokes. 
The origination of the coloring has not yet been discovered by scientists. 
It is not painted by human hands. 
The image and fabric have miraculously  lasted in the original condition for 500 years. 
The weak cactus fiber should have decomposed within 15-20 years. 
No natural or animal mineral colorings  or paint are found on the image. 
The image is iridescent and cannot be produced by hand. 
Mary stands on a crescent moon, the same moon that was in the sky on the day of her apparition. 
Mary’s mantle is a constellation map, the same constellations that were in the sky on the day of her apparition. 
The constellations tell the story of the Gospel with the arrangement of “Leo” in the womb of “Virgo.” 
Our Lady’s  garment is a topographic map of the geographic location of her apparition. 
Over her womb, on her dress, is a four petal flower-the Aztec symbol of life and divinity. 
On Mary’s neck is a small black cross identifying her with the Catholic missionary priests. 
In the image Mary is clothed with the sun with the moon at her feet—as described in Revelation 12. 
A doctor once heard a heartbeat when a stethoscope was placed over the area of Mary’s womb. 
The eyes on the image have the refractory characteristics of the human eye. 
Mary’s eyes, when examined through a microscope,  reflect the images of the witnesses present at the Tilma’s unveiling including 

Juan Diego and the Bishop.  The Miraculous Image 

For older children and adults:  The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

For children:  Our Lady of Guadalupe and Juan Diego 

Pray:  A Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Coloring Page - Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

 

                               Our Lady of Guadalupe - December 12 

          St. Juan Diego—December 9 

                                                                       The Feast of the Holy Family 

The Feast of the Holy Family is usually celebrated on the Sunday following Christmas, December 26 this year. The Holy Family, 
made up of the Christ Child, the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, serves as a model for all families. 

This feast honors their lives together, beginning in Bethlehem and then moving to Nazareth, Egypt and back to Nazareth. The 

feast recognizes the humility of Jesus, Mary’s virtue and Joseph’s steadfastness, along with the obedience of all three to God’s 

plan for them in salvation history.  From the Holy Family we learn about silence, family life and discipline.  

“How I would like to return to my childhood and attend the simple yet profound school that is Nazareth! How wonderful to be 

close to Mary, learning again the lesson of the true meaning of life, learning again God’s truths.”  (St.Paul VI) 

Feast of the Holy Family - Catholic Culture 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/the-miraculous-image-of-our-lady-of-guadalupe/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bkw4FPeiR3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-u7SFLvz8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usJf9ZvswIk
https://www.thecatholickid.com/our-lady-of-guadalupe-coloring-page/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-12-27
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Movie of the Month: 
Nicholas:  The Boy Who 
Became Santa –watch on 
Formed 
 
Mary of Nazareth—
watch on Formed 
 
     

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

DECEMBER 25 

The Gospel of Luke 2:1-14 
 
Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice.  Sadness should have no place 
on the birthday of life.  The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with 
the promise of eternal happiness. 
No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing.  Our Lord, vic-
tor over sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all.  Let the saints 
rejoice.  Let the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of forgiveness. 
In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the Son of 
God took for himself our common humanity in order to reconcile it with its creator.  He 
came to overthrow the devil, the origin of death, in that very nature  by which he had 
overthrown mankind. 
And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy:  Glory to God in the highest, and 
they proclaim peace to his people on earth as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being 
built from all the nations of the world.  When the angels on high are so exultant at this 
marvelous work of God’s goodness, what joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of 
men?     (Leo the Great.  Sermon)  

                                  The Twelve Days of Christmas 

The song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is an English Christmas carol. From 1558 
until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith 
openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young 
Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning 
known only to members of the Church. Each element in the carol has a code word 
for a religious reality which the children could remember. To fit the number scheme, 
when you reach number 9, representing the Fruits of the Holy Ghost, the originator 
combined 6 to make 3, taking the 6 fruits that were similar: the fruit were not 
named separately. There are actually Twelve Fruits of the Holy Ghost. 

The "True Love" one hears in the song is not a smitten boy or girlfriend but Jesus 
Christ, because truly Love was born on Christmas Day. The partridge in the pear tree 
also represents Him because that bird is willing to sacrifice its life if necessary to 
protect its young by feigning injury to draw away predators. 

The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.  The three French hens 
stood for faith, hope, and love.  The four calling birds were the four gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John.  The five golden rings represented the first five books of 
the Old Testament, which describe man's fall into sin and the great love of God in 
sending a Savior.  The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.  Seven 
swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-- wisdom, un-
derstanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord (awe).   The 
eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.  Nine ladies dancing were the nine 
fruits of the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience [Forbearance], Goodness 
[Kindness], Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Continency [Chastity].  The ten lords a-
leaping were the Ten Commandments.  The eleven pipers piping stood for the 
eleven faithful Apostles. The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 

points of belief in The Apostles' Creed. (Catholic News Agency.com)  Kids song:  The 
Twelve Days of Christmas 

Modern Version - Pentatonix - Twelve Days of Christmas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYyhDvuq8_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYyhDvuq8_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UHmQANFtNs

