
We can set up a special 

place of honor for Mary 

in our own homes.  

Place a statue or picture 

of Our Lady, a  vase of 

flowers from the garden, 

and a beautiful cloth,  

on a small table where 

your family can gather 

for prayer.  The children 

can make a wreath of 

flowers to crown the 

statue.  

. 

 

 

The month of May 

The Church honors 

Mary, the mother of 

Jesus and our Heav-

enly Mother, in a spe-

cial way during the 

month of May. How 

fitting that we honor 

her during this month 

when, in our hemi-

sphere,  life springs 

into bloom.  All crea-

tion around us seems 

to echo the joy that our 

Mother Mary has given 

to us with her “yes.”  

For centuries the 

Church had dedicated 

the entire month of 

May to honor Mary. 

This practice evolved 

from pagan worship of 

Artemis (Greek) and 

Flora (Roman) god-

desses of the new life, 

of spring and the end 

of winter,   Our 

Mother, Mary,  is the 

Mother of new life in 

Jesus, our Savior. 

 

It’s common for par-

ishes to have a daily 

recitation of the Ro-

sary during May, and 

many erect a special 

May altar with a statue 

or picture of Mary as a 

reminder of Mary’s 

month.  It’s  tradition to 

form a procession to 

crown the statue of 

Mary during May . Of-

ten, the crown is made 

of  flowers represent-

ing Mary’s beauty and 

virtue. It’s also a re-

minder to the faithful to 

strive to imitate our 

Blessed Mother’s vir-

tue in our own lives. 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Year of St. Jo-
seph—May 1– 
St. Joseph the 
Worker 

 Queen of the 
Angels, Queen 
of the May 

 May 6—
National Day of 
Prayer 

  May 9—
Mothers’ Day   

 May 13—the 
Ascension of 
the Lord 

 May 23—
Pentecost 

 May 31—
Memorial Day 
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Listen to the lovely 

songs about Mary. 

Hymns to Mary 

Catholic Kids: 

Pray the Rosary 
 

Read:  John 19:25

-27  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MeFJykg1h04
http://www.catholic-kids.com/rosary.htm


 

Each year since 1952, the United States has 

observed a National Day of Prayer.  This 

year’s theme is, “Lord, pour out Your Love, 

Life and Liberty.”   

At this time when our nation is so divided in 

so many different ways and the world is suf-

fering from the pandemic, displacement of 

peoples and hostilities among nations, more 

than ever we need to join with our brothers 

and sisters to petition the Lord for His mercy 

on our country and on the whole world.. 

Read more about this special day:    

National Day of Prayer 2021 
 

May 6—National Day of Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How fitting that Mother’s Day be celebrated 

during the month of our Mother, Mary. 

We join in prayer to thank and honor our 

Mothers, Grandmothers, Godmothers and 

all those who acted as a mother to us.   

Nothing comes closer on earth to the un-

conditional love of God, the Father, than a 

mother’s love. 

 

We pray:  Mary, on this day when we honor 

all mothers, we turn to you. We thank the 

Lord whom you serve for the great gift of 

motherhood.  Dear Mother, thank you for your 

"Yes" to the invitation of the angel which 

brought heaven to earth and changed human 

history. You opened yourself to God's word 

and the Word was made flesh and dwelt 

among us.  Dear mother, intercede for all of 

our mothers. May they find daily strength to 

say yes to the call to the sacrificial love- the 

very heart of the vocation of motherhood. 

May their love and witness be a source of 

great inspiration for all of us called to follow 

your Son.  In Jesus name.  Amen.      Catho-

lic.org 

              May Activities for Catholic Families 

 

May 9th—Mother’s Day 

https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/introducing_the_national_day_of_prayer_2021_theme
https://www.reallifeathome.com/10-may-activities-for-catholic-families-printable/


May 13—The Ascension of the Lord 

We know, from Scripture, that the Lord 

Jesus appeared many times to his disci-

ples after the Resurrection.  He stayed 

with them, ate with them and taught 

them.  He prepared them to continue His 

work after He returned to the Father. 

Jesus calls us to be his eyes, his ears, 

his words to speak, his hands and feet on 

earth.  He instituted the Church as the 

means by which His saving work would 

continue. 

Before he Ascended into heaven, Jesus 

spoke to his disciples,  

“I have been given all authority in heaven 

and on earth. Go, then, to all peoples 

everywhere and make them my disciples:  

baptize them in the name of the Father,  

the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach them 

to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And I will be with you always to the end of 

the age.”  (Matthew 28:16-20  Good News Transla-

tion) 

The Christian home is called the Domestic 

Church.  As parents we are the first to re-

spond to Christ’s commission on behalf of 

our children.  We are the ones to begin the 

journey of faith with them, baptizing, teach-

ing and making them disciples of the Risen 

Lord.  What an awesome trust we are given 

by Him!  And He is with us always. 

 

 

Before Jesus left us to return to the Fa-

ther, He gave His Apostles instructions.  

“I, myself, will send upon you what the 

Father has promised.  But you must wait 

in the city until the power from above 

comes down upon you.” (Luke 24:49 Good 

News translation) 

What is this power?  What is this prom-

ise?   

Jesus spoke many times to assure his 

followers that they would not be left 

alone; that they would have all they 

needed to follow the teachings of the 

Master and ,furthermore, they would have  

the courage to undergo all of the trials and 

difficulties they would encounter  as  they 

established the early Church.  They were 

told not to be afraid of what they would say 

when they were confronted.  “The Spirit will 

remind you of all that I have said to 

you.”  (John 14:26) 

This same power, this same Spirit of God, 

comes to us in our Baptism and is strength-

ened and nourished with each sacrament 

we receive. This Spirit, alive in us ,helps us 

to live in Christ, just as the Spirit helped the 

apostles on the first Pentecost..  

You tube videos—Pentecost 
 
For kids:  The Holy Spirit Comes 
For older kids and adults:  Pente-
cost in 2 Minutes 

   May 23rd—Pentecost 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwJJJoSGw84&ab_channel=SharefaithKids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5tr4pqWIo4&ab_channel=BustedHalo%C2%AE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5tr4pqWIo4&ab_channel=BustedHalo%C2%AE


 
  

 

We continue our focus on the Year of St. Joseph as we 

honor him on the feast of St. Joseph the Worker    

To capture the devotion to Saint Joseph within the Catholic liturgy, in 1870, 

Pope Pius IX declared Saint Joseph the patron of the universal Church. In 

1955, Pope Pius XII added the feast of Saint Joseph the Worker. This silent 

saint, who was given the noble task of caring for and watching over the Vir-

gin Mary and Jesus, now cares for and watches over the Church and mod-

els for all the dignity of human work. 

Joseph knew what it was to work hard.  As a craftsman, working in wood 

and stone, he provided food, clothing and shelter for Jesus and Mary.  His 

call to be the protector of the Holy Family made him strong and generous. 

Joseph the worker gave great dignity to human labor.  He showed that the 

physical world and the things of earth have a place in God’s plan for our 

redemption.                                          click on:  St. Joseph the Worker 

 
We pray:  O Glorious St. Joseph, model of all who are devoted to labor, obtain for 
me the grace to work in the spirit of penance in expiation of my many sins; to work 
conscientiously by placing love of duty above my inclinations; to gratefully and joy-
ously deem it an honor to employ and to develop by labor the gifts I have received 
from God.   Amen. (Pope St. PiusX) 
From: Scriptural Novena to St. Joseph, Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli, Catholic 

Book Publishing Corp.  New Jersey               
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Feast Days and Saints We 

Honor During the Month of 

May—for information on 

the lives of the Saints go 

to:  https://

www.franciscanmedia.o

rg/saint-of-the-day or 

https://

www.catholic.org/saints/ 

Movie: Watch on 

Formed 

In the Footprints of 

God—Peter:  the Keeper 

of the Keys 

Peter, the first Pope 

who, filled with the Spriit 

on  Pentecost, helped to 

establish the new 

Church.  

May 31- Memorial Day 

Memorial Day commemorates the men and women who died while in military ser-

vice of their country, particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds 

sustained in battle. The purpose of Memorial Day is to memorialize the veterans 

who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.  We spend time remembering 

those who lost their lives and could not come home, reflecting on their service 

and why we have the luxury and freedom that we enjoy today. We might consider 

how we can support and safeguard their grieving families and loved ones who are 

left behind.  

We pray:  Dear Heavenly Father have mercy on those who have served and those who have 

given their lives  to protect freedom and human dignity.  Amen. 

Click on:  Memorial Day 

 May 1—Feast of St. Joseph the Worker 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joseph-the-worker
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day
https://www.catholic.org/saints/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-memorial-day

