
gentle love of a father 

which is often, to a 

child,  the first glimpse 

of the tender love of 

God. 

Joseph accepted the 

will of the Father, even 

in things he did not un-

derstand,  as he ac-

cepted Mary uncondi-

tionally.  In this he is a 

model of faith and trust. 

The carpenter of Naz-

areth was able to turn a 

problem into a possibil-

ity by trusting in divine 

providence. 

With their flight into 

Egypt to escape wicked 

Herod, we are reminded 

that they walked the 

harsh way of all those 

who  flee their native 

land in the face of war, 

hatred, persecution and 

poverty.   

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

                       Vatican News 

With the Apostolic Let-

ter Patris Corde (With 

a Father’s Heart) Pope 

Francis recalls the 

150th Anniversary of 

the declaration of St. 

Joseph as the Patron 

of the Universal 

Church.  To mark the 

occasion, the Holy Fa-

ther proclaimed a 

“Year of St. Joseph” 

from December 2020 

to December 2021.  In 

his letter, Pope Fran-

cis describes St. Jo-

seph as a beloved fa-

ther,  a tender and lov-

ing father, an accept-

ing father, an 

obedient father who is 

creatively courageous, 

a working father who 

remains in the back-

ground.  The Holy Fa-

ther says  this pan-

demic has helped us 

to see the critical im-

portance of the un-

sung heroes far from 

the limelight, who ex-

ercise patience and 

offer hope each day.  

In this they resemble 

Joseph who goes un-

noticed, a daily, dis-

creet and hidden pres-

ence who nonetheless 

played an incompara-

ble role in salvation 

history. 

St. Joseph offered 

himself with love to the 

service of Mary and 

Jesus who was grow-

ing to maturity in his 

home.  He showed 

forth to Jesus the  

 

 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Year of St. Jo-
seph 

 March 14—
Daylight Sav-
ings Time be-
gins 

  March 17—St. 
Patrick’s Day 

 March 19—St. 
Joseph’s Feast 
Day 

 March 20—First 
Day of Spring! 

 March 25-the 
Annunciation of 
the Lord 
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Yes, we remember St. Patrick as the 

Saint who drove the snakes out of Ire-

land.  And we remember his teaching of 

the Holy Trinity—three persons in one 

God—using the shamrock, but there are 

some other very important things to 

know about this powerful and revered 

bishop.  The “real” Patrick is known from 

his own writings.  For example, he was a 

missionary.  At the age of 16 Patrick 

was captured off the coast of Britain and 

forced into slavery in Ireland.  He eventu-

ally escaped, but could not forget the 

Irish people he had grown to love. God 

spoke to him and asked him to return to 

Ireland and bring the Gospel with him. 

He stayed with the Irish people for the 

rest of his life bringing them hope and 

healing and the love and the Word of 

God. 

March 17—St. Patrick, Patron of the Archdiocese of New York 

 
Meet St. Patrick - My Catholic Kids 
 
Pray with your family: A shield for Divine pro-
tection: 
St. Patrick's Breastplate - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick worked for Social Justice.  One 

of the worst conditions of his time was hu-

man trafficking—slavery.  Patrick, himself, 

had been a victim and so had great compas-

sion for those who were suffering from this 

social evil.  He spoke out against these in-

justices saying “those who commit these evil 

deeds are the servants of demons.” 

We can honor St. Patrick today by respond-

ing to the call to be “missionary disciples” 

bringing the Gospel to all those we meet not 

only with  words but with our lives, our wit-

ness and our deeds. 

We can become aware of the social injus-

tices of our day and work to bring God’s love 

and mercy, forgiveness and healing into our 

world so much in need.  

And, upholding all we do in the name of Je-

sus, we can pray. 

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world 

as your love would have it: a world where 

the weak are protected, and none go hungry 

or poor; ... a world where peace is built 

with justice, and justice is guided by love. 

Give us the inspiration and courage to build 

it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                               Jesuit Resources 

 

 

https://mycatholickids.com/saint-patrick-story-and-coloring-sheet/
https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/st-patricks-breastplate.html


March 19—The Feast of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

We know that Joseph was a carpenter.  

Scripture tells us the skeptics who lis-

tened to Jesus said, “Is this not the car-

penter’s son?”  (Matt 13:55).  We know 

that Joseph wasn’t rich since when he 

and Mary took Jesus to the Temple to be 

circumcised; their offering was two turtle 

doves, the offering of the poor.  But we 

also know Joseph came from royalty.  He 

was an ancestor of the great King David.  

(Matt 1:1-16)  When the angel first 

greeted him, he addressed him as “son of 

David.”  This was also a royal title used to 

address Jesus.  We know that Joseph 

loved and cared for Jesus and Mary and 

treated Jesus as his own son. (Luke 4:22)  

Joseph followed the Law of Moses and 

took his family each year to celebrate the 

feast of Passover in Jerusalem. 

We also know that Joseph was a man of 

honor .  He was a righteous man.  (Matt 1:18) 

Joseph is the patron saint of a happy death.  

We assume, since he was not mentioned dur-

ing Jesus’ public life, that he passed away be-

fore this with Jesus and Mary at his side. 

Joseph is also patron of the Universal Church, 

of families, fathers, expectant mothers , travel-

ers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, 

craftsmen, engineers, and working people in 

general.      

  St. Joseph, the Patron Saint of Families 
              

                  Litany of St. Joseph 

  

         A Prayer for Families by Pope Francis 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate the 

splendor of true love, to you we turn with trust.  Holy 

Family of Nazareth, grant that our families, too, may be 

places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of 

the Gospel and small domestic Churches.  Holy Family 

of Nazareth, may families never again experience vio-

lence, rejection and division:  may all who have been 

hurt or scandalized find ready comfort and healing.  

Amen. 

 

A Blessing for All of Humanity 

With Mary, Joseph served as a model 

for the boy Jesus as he grew in wisdom 

age and grace.  (Luke 2:52) When fami-

lies bring children into the world, train 

them in faith and sound values, and 

teach them to contribute to society they 

become a blessing in our world.  Fami-

lies can become a blessing for all of hu-

manity!  God’s love becomes present 

and active by the way we love and by 

the good works that we do; we extend 

Christ’s kingdom in this world.  And in 

doing this, we prove faithful to the pro-

phetic mission which we have received 

in Baptism.  Pope Francis address to families, 

Manila, January 16, 2015  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8FAcs6lh_A&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2IQVES_xC4WTm6-CDI&ab_channel=CatholicOnline
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/litany-of-st-joseph-247


                           

               The Annunciation of the Lord 

                                March 25 

Once again the austerity of the Lenten season is illuminated  by 
the light of the feast of the Annunciation.  This feast commemo-
rates the most wonderful moment when the Second Divine Per-
son of the Blessed Trinity, Jesus, the Son, assumes a human na-
ture in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is a feast of Our 
Lord and of Mary.  Luke 1:26-38 
 

A tradition, which has come down from the apostolic ages, tells us 

that the great mystery of the Incarnation was achieved on the 

twenty-fifth day of March. The most holy Virgin was alone and ab-

sorbed in prayer, The Archangel Gabriel appeared before her, 

and asked her, in the name of the blessed Trinity, to consent to 

become the Mother of God.  

Mary has heard the angel's explanation of the mystery; the will of 

heaven is made known to her.  Mary bows down before this sov-

ereign will, and says to the heavenly messenger, “Behold the 

handmaid of the Lord: be it done to me according to thy word.” 

This feast is very important in the defense of the life of unborn 
children. Even with small children, this is a good day to begin 
teaching about the high value God places on human life. He loved 
us so much that he became one of us, took on our human nature 
and became an innocent, completely dependent infant.                
The Annunciation of the Lord. 
 
 
Beautiful Art Depicts the Annunciation accompanied by Gregorian 
Chant 

 

The Annunciation for Children 

 

Created by the Catechet-
ical Office Family Cateche-
sis Advisory Committee 
 
Members of the Commit-
tee: 
Sr. Joan Curtin, C.N.D. 
Sr. Zelide Ceccagno, 
MSCS 
Sr. Mary Crucifix Pandullo, 
CSJB 
Mrs. Margaret Hoblin 
Mrs. Janan Lane 
Sr. Nancy Elizabeth Doran, 
SSC 
 
Contact and address: 

Sr. Nancy Elizabeth Doran, 

S.S.C., Editor 

Director, Family Catechesis 

Catechetical Office 

1011 First Avenue 

New York, New York  10022 

Phone:  212-371-1000, X 2867 

E mail:  

nancy.doran@archny.org 

Feast Days and Saints We 

Honor During the Month of 

March—for information on 

the lives of the Saints go 

to:  https://

www.franciscanmedia.o

rg/saint-of-the-day or 

https://

www.catholic.org/saints/ 

Movie: 

Joseph of Nazareth:  The 
Man Closest to Christ 
 
Watch on Formed.org 
 

Book:    Joseph of Nazareth by Frederico Suarez is a series of re-

flections on the life of Saint Joseph in the light of faith and based 

on revelation. At the end, the reader's love for and devotion to this 

great saint will have grown considerably. For Joseph, the last of the 

patriarchs, shows how any one of us can come to be a great saint. 

Available on Amazon Books. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/__PWK.HTM
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-03-25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpPqq8fpAyY&t=12s&ab_channel=GregorianChant-TheLiturgicalYear
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpPqq8fpAyY&t=12s&ab_channel=GregorianChant-TheLiturgicalYear
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PW-Pzi5Gs7g&ab_channel=ncsundayschools
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day
https://www.catholic.org/saints/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/
https://watch.formed.org/joseph-of-nazareth-the-story-of-the-man-closest-to-christ
https://watch.formed.org/joseph-of-nazareth-the-story-of-the-man-closest-to-christ

