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MEMORANDUM

TO:	Pastors and Administrators
FROM:	Bettina Alonso
CC:	The Reverend Monsignor Joseph LaMorte
DATE:	February 6, 2021
SUBJECT:	Parish Will Seminars


Dear Pastors and Administrators,

Addressing the importance of having a will and leaving a transformative legacy gift for your parish might seem daunting, but as a trusted advisor, pastors can play an important role helping their parishioners make transformational financial decisions. On January 12, the Development Office hosted a virtual seminar about how to promote planned gifts for parishes, and will be hosting another thirty-minute virtual introductory seminar for pastors on Thursday, April 15, at 2:00PM. 

The events of this past year demonstrated the importance of having a financial plan for the future. There is a special spiritual significance of a person considering the people and organizations closest to their hearts and ensuring they are provided for past their own lifetime. A parish is an important part of a family life over many decades, performing weddings, baptisms, graduation masses, and funerals. Parishioners rely on people they trust to help make their financial choices, and often consider their parish alongside their families when deciding on beneficiaries for their wills.

The Development Office can help facilitate these important conversations. Several pastors have asked about holding a parish will seminar as a benefit for their community, and we are happy to support you with this. Our Planned Giving team recently hosted a safe, socially distanced seminar led by an attorney, which led to two parishioners notifying the pastor of their bequest intentions for the parish. Our team also stands ready to create a virtual seminar at your preference. 

We recognize and celebrate these visionary donors in our Legacy of Faith Society, a group of parishioners from across the archdiocese who have established a planned gift for the benefit of their parish, the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal, St. Joseph’s Seminary, or the St. John Vianney Clergy Residence. If you have received any recent bequest notifications, please let us know, and we would be happy to welcome those individuals into this Legacy of Faith Society! 

In addition, several priests (both active and retired) have become members of the Legacy of Faith Society by leaving a legacy to either parishes they have served, or the parishes where they realized their vocation as a youth. Please watch this video from His Eminence, Cardinal Dolan, inviting you also to consider remembering the Church in your will.











If you are interested in scheduling a will seminar at your parish, please know that our Planned Giving team is here to provide answers to your questions and ensure that our parishes can continue spreading understanding and joy in the message of Jesus Christ. Our Planned Giving Manager, Nick Mederos, can be reached at Nick.Mederos@archny.org or 201-655-0520, and Jane Kyr, the Planned Giving Associate, can be contacted at Jane.Kyrarchny.org or 646-794-3402.

We also offer several planning tools that can help start a planned gift conversation at https://plannedgiving.archny.org/. This newly redesigned site offers several free planning tools that anyone considering their financial future can appreciate. These tools are provided at no cost to parishes or parishioners as part of the archdiocese’s efforts to secure more planned gifts, which include targeted direct mailings twice a year and educational emails to educate parishioners on the personal and spiritual benefits of making a planned gift to their parish or to the archdiocese. The next planned giving educational email will be sent out on Tuesday, March 16, and will focus on identifying personal and charitable beneficiaries during the establishment of a will.

With warm regards, 
Bettina
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