




Whereas the 368 parishes grouped in 75 parish clusters provided their own input about 
the future of the parishes in the Archdiocese, in particular about collaboration of their 
own parish with one or more neighboring parishes; 

Whereas an archdiocesan advisory council was established, comprised of 40 clergy, 
religious men and women, and the faithful from across the archdiocese to coordinate, 
receive, review and recommend any proposed changes to the parish structure; 

Whereas on December 14, 2022, I consulted the presbyteral council about the 
recommendation to merge the territorial parish of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 91 
Arden Street, New York, New York, and the territorial parish of Saint Jude, 431 West 
204th Street, New York, New York, based upon the complementarity of the two 
parishes, their proximity, the pastoral need for intensive collaboration, the need for the 
care of the souls, the priest shortage, and the new challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the consequences of which will be visible for a long time; 

Therefore, I, the undersigned Archbishop of New York, have decided as follows: 

DECREE 

1. The territorial parish of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, North Manhattan, New York, 
and the territorial parish of Saint Jude, North Manhattan, New York, are merged. The 
name of the newly merged parish will be the Parish of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and 
Saint Jude until such time when the parish community through the pastor proposes a 
new name. The boundaries of the newly merged parish will be the same as the 
boundaries of the former parishes of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and Saint Jude. The 
parish will have two churches.

2. The church of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, North Manhattan, New York, is herewith 
designated as the parish church.

3. The church of Saint Jude, North Manhattan, New York, will maintain a regular 
sched:ule of Masses and the celebration of other sacraments.

4. All members of the originating parishes shall now become members of the new 
parish.

5. All registers containing records of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials 
hitherto preserved by the Parish of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, North Manhattan, 
New York, and the Parish of Saint Jude, North Manhattan, New York, are to be conveyed 
to the offices of the newly merged parish at the premises of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
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